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What’s New? 
This semester began with a few new 
additions to the program: a new 
Assistant Coordinator – Katharina 
Simpson – filling in for Amethyst Mueller 
during her maternity leave, and another 
new exchange partner.  In February, we 
signed a new exchange agreement 
with a university in Chile – Universidad 
Católica de Valparaiso in the beautiful 
port city of Valparaiso.   We are excited 
to be sending our first two U of L 
students to Chile in the upcoming Fall 
semester.   
 

As always, a new semester means 
welcoming new international students 
to the University of Lethbridge.  This 
Spring 2003 semester we received 22 
students from our partner institutions to 
study with us at the U of L, while in turn 
sending 26 of our own students to study 
with our partners abroad.  In the 
upcoming Fall semester we will again 
be breaking our own record - sending 
and receiving more students than we 
ever have – just under 70.  We are 
pleased to have so many students 
interested in our program, and intend to 
keep on growing and improving 
alongside our continually increasing 
student numbers.   

International 
Management  

THE NUMBERS – The International 
Management Program has been 
steadily growing ever since its inception 
in 1993.  The total number of declared 
International Management majors is 
presently 133 on all three campuses 
combined – Lethbridge, Calgary and 
Edmonton.  Having shown a steady 
increase since the 36 majors of its first 
year, it is apparent that this is an 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
attractive program to many students 
who wish to enrich their education and 
broaden their horizons.  
 

THE PROGRAM – The U of L's International 
Management Program is an innovative 
business program with an international 
focus.  Its aim is to help create managers 
with strategic management skills who are 
flexible, culturally aware and able to 
manage change and cultural diversity 
within the workplace.  Students are 
majoring in the program for specific 
career-oriented objectives: to work in 
overseas businesses, domestic businesses 
with international interests or government 
positions that deal with foreign affairs.   

International Exchanges 
A very attractive component of the 
degree is the opportunity for students 
to participate in an international 
exchange.   The Faculty of 
Management currently has exchanges 
with 13 different institutions in 11 
different countries.  Depending on the 
students’ interests, they are able to 
study at one of our partner schools in 
Argentina, Belgium, Chile, Germany, 
France, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, 
Mexico, the Netherlands, South Korea 
or Taiwan.   

 

International exchanges are a 
requirement for International  
Management (IM) majors, but are not 
exclusive to IM majors.  All U of L 
students are welcome to apply for 
exchanges; however, priority is given to 
IM students.   
 

U of L students who participate in 
international exchanges pay tuition to 
the U of L at regular rates. Also, they 
pay for their airline ticket, 
accommodations and living expenses 
during their exchange, with costs 
varying depending on the exchange 
locat ion.  
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THE AIM – Established by the Faculty of 
Management, the International 
Exchange Program, provides our 
students with the opportunity to gain 
academic credit and professional 
development while studying abroad for 
one semester. Students gain a greater 
understanding of the political and 
economic climate, language, culture 
and business practices of the country in 
which they study.  These opportunities 
provide IM majors with a strategic 
advantage in an increasingly 
competitive and globalized job market .  

 

International Exchanges 
Partner Universities 

 

ASIA 

Ajou University South Korea 
 

Kansai Gaidai University 
 

Japan 

National Sun Yat-sen 
University 

 

Taiwan 

Universiti Putra Malaysia  Malaysia 

Universiti Sains Malaysia Malaysia 

EUROPE 

Fachhochschule 
Reutlingen 

Germany 

Fachhochschule 
Schmalkalden 

Germany 

Hogeschool van Utrecht Netherlands 

Université de 
Bourgogne 

France 

Université de Liège Belgium 

LATIN AMERICA  

Universidad Blas Pascal Argentina 

Universidad Católica de 
Valparaiso 

Chile 

Universidad 
Panamericana 

Mexico 

   INTERNATIONAL 
                PROGRAMS 



The Buddy Program 
Since its inception in the Spring 2001 
semester, the buddy program has 
helped 66 exchange students get a full 
welcome to Lethbridge.  The program’s 
goal is to connect incoming exchange 
students with present U of L students to 
help ease their transition to Lethbridge. 
The new exchange students and their 
“buddies” will participate in activities 
together - with the “U of L buddy” being 
able to help our foreign guests get used 
to the way of l ife at the U of L and in 
Lethbridge.   
 

Beth Wilkin, a Spring 2002 participant in 
the Buddy Program reports, “My buddy 
and I socialized in a big group of host 
and foreign national students.  By being 
a buddy, I could learn about another 
country: its people, culture and business 
in a way that was far more interesting 
and in-depth than any textbook or class 
would have offered… In fact, having 
this experience opened up not only 
friendship and understanding, but new 
views of the world in general.  Nothing 
can replace actually interacting with 
‘foreigners’ in order to gain a better 
worldly knowledge.” 

Student Experiences 
IM students all agree that the 
international exchange portion of the 
program is a vital component of their 
education.  In fact, one student even 
described the exchange as “the best 
experience of my life” (Bjorn Ole-
Wegen).  Below, a few U of L students 
write about their exchange 
experiences. 
 

“Being the first from the U of L to go to 
Ajou University in Korea was something I 
wanted to do, and I was definitely not 
disappointed. 
 

“I attended the International Summer 
School with students from 5 different 
countries which was a good way to get 
into the groove of school and to learn 
some Korean.  As part of the Summer 
School program, we were taken on field 
trips to historical parts of Korea, 
including the DMZ (the De-militarized 
Zone), and were exposed to aspects of 
the traditional Korean culture such as 
Calligraphy and Samanoori music.  
 

The fall semester was good. Classes and 
class schedules are set up very similar to 
the U of L, with assignments, homework, 
a mid-terms and finals. The school offers 
quite a variety of courses in English, and 
the various faculties host many 
activities, like beer parties, English 
conversation times and rafting trips.   

Another of Ajou’s advantages is the  

scholarship they offer to foreign students, 
of either free housing for one semester or 
a free 4-day trip to China. I was torn on 
what to take but ended up choosing the 
free housing, and going to the Asian 
Games in Busan instead of to China.    
 

The most memorable part of my trip, 
though, will be all the close friends I 
made - corny but true. They made my 
time here fantastic!”   
 

~ After his Fall 2002 exchange, Kevin 
Newsome returned to Korea and is now 
completing an internship at KIPA (Korean 
Information Technology Promotion 
Agency), a government agency 
promoting I.T. worldwide, and is also 
teaching English as a Second Language.   

_____________________________________________________ 
 

“As an International Management major 
at the University of Lethbridge, I was 
fortunate to participate in an exchange 
semester that would change my life 
forever.  Studying at the Universidad 
Panamericana in Mexico City from July 
to December 1997 was a very rewarding 
experience for me.  Being one of the first 
exchange students to study abroad in 
Mexico from the U of L, there was not a 
lot of background information available 
to research.  As a result, I had to trust my 
gut feeling and do my best to fit into the 
world I would eventually call home.  
 

The family that I was staying with … 
welcomed me with open arms and even 
had a Mexican Fiesta planned for me 
when I arrived.  By midnight, I was too 
busy line dancing and sipping the 
‘good’ tequila, to worry about my first 
big day at Universidad Panamericana! 
 

School was nothing like I had expected.  
Being that it was a Catholic university, it 
was not uncommon to see nuns and 
priests walking through the courtyard.  In 
fact, there was even a church on 
campus for those wishing to attend 
services throughout the day.  Certainly a 
lot different from the lifestyle I was used 
to at the U of L. 
 

Over the next five months, I hung out 
with classmates, traveled around Mexico 
and experienced the culture first hand.  
We were fortunate to have made such 
wonderful friends that were more than 
willing to be our tour guides.  Each 
weekend our friends took us to a 
different sight to see.  We spent time 
climbing the Aztec Pyramids in 
Teotihuacan, body surfing in the ocean 
in Acapulco, hiking up mountainous 
terrain in Chapultepec, f loating down 
the canals of Xoichimilco, cheering on 
the Mexican fútbol team at the World 
Cup qualifier and witnessing the demise 
of nine bulls at the famous bull fight.  
 

Everywhere we went we were greeted 
with the utmost respect.  Although my 

Spanish was still a little rusty, Mexicans 
took pride in the fact that a Canadian 
was trying to learn their language and 
experience their culture.  The people I 
encountered and places I visited will 
forever stay in my mind. I have built life 
long friendships with people that I still 
keep in touch with today.  Mexicans truly 
are the most heart-warming individuals 
you will ever meet.”  
 

~ Jocelyn Castle, now a U of L Alumni 
(1999), is currently employed with Lafarge 
North America.  She feels that the 
exchange not only provided her with 
increased knowledge of Latin American 
culture, but also “with amazing life 
experiences that have helped [her] to 
find a career [she]I absolutely loves.”  She 
recommends the IM program to anyone 
interested in cross-cultural management 
and international adventure! 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

“I went to the Université de Liège in 
Belgium last semester and had a great 
time.  I took all my classes in English, since 
I didn’t know any French.  I found it 
interesting to get a European view on 
management, and the profs too were 
happy to have North Americans in their 
classes to compare the different views on 
business. The classes were full of 
international students, allowing us to meet 
people from all over the world.   
 

Traveling within Belgium is great because 
it is such a diverse country and it takes 
only two and a-half-hours to get from one 
end of the country to the other. I enjoyed 
touring the cities in the Flemish part of 
Belgium the best, and seeing Bruges, 'the 
Venice of the North’. Belgium’s location 
makes it an ideal place from which to 
travel to different countries: France, The 
Netherlands, Germany, & Luxembourg all 
being neighbors to Belgium.  Those and 
other countries are so easy to visit.  Oh 
yeah, don’t worry about being homesick 
because you’ll be back in Canada 
before you know it, so enjoy the time over 
in Europe!”  
 

~ Lesley Shillington 
_____________________________________________ 

 

“There were many highlights to living 
overseas in the Malaysia.  Life in Penang 
held many experiences for me; while the 
majority were positive, there were others 
that challenged my own personal 
strengths.  Although the travel aspect of 
going on an exchange is extremely 
enticing and eventful, allowing yourself to 
explore and get to know the locals you 
live with can at times be even more 
exhilarating.  For me, the highlight of 
being in Malaysia was, by far, the people.  
Although we can all look entirely different 
on the outside, deep down we're a lot 
more similar than many would care to 
think.”   
 



Below, is an excerpt from the same 
student’s journal sounding a lot like the 
Malaysian version of ‘The dog ate my 
homework’….. 
 

“I really enjoy myself here - the food, the 
people, the lifestyle, the....orangutans. 
I was in Sarawak a couple of weeks ago 
with a few friends, having high hopes of 
seeing orangutans.  The locals laughed 
at us and wished us luck but I crossed 
my fingers and hoped for a glimpse 
nonetheless.  Not only would I get a 
glimpse but one of these wild creatures 
would come down from the trees, 
snatch my bag and terrorize its 
contents.  I tell you, my life was in that 
bag - my journal and all my homework.  
It was horrible!  I was laughing so hard at 
first I could hardly take a picture.  My 
laughter soon turned to tears as it 
ripped my journal in half and started 
tearing the pages out of my Bahasa 
book.  My bag was taken to the heights 
of the trees and left for the gods. 
Thinking back now it was hilarious but at 
the time...I was a mess.  I got my journal 
back - in pieces - but there nonetheless.  
Oh what fun!”  
 

~ Jessica Wallace graduated after her 
Fall 2003 exchange, and is now looking 
for an international career. 

________________________________________________ 
 

“I have had the immense pleasure of 
going on not one, but two exchanges 
through the Management Faculty!  My 
first one was at the beautiful Universidad 
Panamericana in gigantic Mexico City, 
and my second, a direct result of my 
first, was at the fantastic Hogeschool 
van Utrecht in the Netherlands.   
 

Not only did I take part in the exchange 
program when I went to Holland, I also 
did a Co-op work term.  Before 
deciding to go to Utrecht on exchange 
I did some background research about 
the Hogeschool’s business program and 
learned that every single business 
student has to do a practicum.  This told 
me that they must have an extensive list 
of businesses that hire students, so 
before I left  I contacted t he person in 
charge of placing students in work 
terms and met with him soon after I got 
to Holland.  After looking through some 
postings I picked a few that interested 
me, contacted them, was interviewed 
and got hired at one of them!  The 
whole process took only a few weeks 
from start to finish.   
 

My work term was great!  I gained some 
very valuable work experience, met 
people from all over Europe and the 
U.S., and got a real taste of what it is like 
to work in one of the offices of a 
multinational corporation.   
 

My entire exchange in the Netherlands  

was fantastic – a true European 
experience - opening my eyes to the 
incredible differences between cultures 
that are so near to each other.  I have a 
photo album full of pictures, and many 
memories that will stay with me long after 
I finish my degree here at the U of L. 
 

You can’t pass up this great opportunity 
to give your education that extra ‘edge’ 
by going abroad and learning a new 
language, culture and perhaps even a 
doing Co-op work term!” 
  

~ Siea Melitz   
________________________________________________ 

 

Here is what exchange students currently 
visiting the U of L have to say about their 
experiences so far…. 
 

“The exchange program has been a 
marvelous experience both 
academically and socially because 
besides meeting a lot of wonderful and 
knowledgeable professors, I have met 
people from around the world, starting 
with the Canadians who have been 
awesome.  I have also met people from 
Nigeria, Malaysia, China, India, the 
Netherlands and so forth.  This 
experience has made me realize that 
there are a lot of people my age out 
there, who share common dreams, who 
like to have fun and enjoy sharing 
experiences with others.   
 

I also have to point out the kindness of 
the Faculty of Management staff  
(International Programs) and its Buddy 
Program, which have made my visit here 
in Lethbridge easier and fun.  I  hope you 
continue your ‘labour’ for many more 
years in order to let other students from 
foreign countries live this unique 
experience.  Thank you for everything!” 
 

~ Teju Alliu, exchange student from 
Universidad Panamericana, Mexico 

________________________________________________ 
 

“The two most impressive things in 
Lethbridge are the organization of the  

University and the sun! Since we arrived 6  

months ago, we only had 3 days of rain! 
 

 ABOVE: Exchange students skiing in Fernie, BC 

 

.Canada is fantastic!  Greyhound buses, 
West Jet and Youth Hostels allow you to 
travel across Canada for a good price. 
We already went to Calgary, Edmonton, 
Vancouver, Toronto, Montréal and 
Québec! Don't forget your camera! 
 

We met a lot of students from different 
countries and we made friends from all 
over the world!” 
 

~ Natacha Dykmans and Jean-Philippe 
Lemaire are exchange students from  the 
Université de Liège, in Belgium.  They are 
attending the U of L for the full 2003/2004 
academic year. 

____________________________________________________ 
 

 “If I have some problems understanding 
some teachers, when they use technical 
vocabulary, teachers and classmates are 
able to explain it to me.” 
~ Miguel Barroso, exchange student from 
Universidad Panamericana, Mexico 

________________________________________________ 
 

“Classes are very interesting and we are 
learning a lot about different cultures.  
Residence is also comfortable.” 
~ Carlos Caldera, exchange student from 
Universidad Panamericana, Mexico  

________________________________________________ 
 

“Now that the semester is almost finished, 
I have realized that it has been one of the 
most exciting and fun experiences of my 
life!” 
~ Christian Villa y Guerrero, exchange 
student from Universidad Panamericana, 
Mexico 
 

More than just studying…. 
 

Although academics are the cornerstone 
of a university exchange, students on 
exchange in Lethbridge also keep busy 
social lives.  Past and present exchange 
students told us about their leisure 
activities: ~ MUSIC & THE ARTS ~ attending 
Canadian parties ~ dance classes and 
clubs ~ International Students’ Association 
activities ~ performing in a university 
operatic production ~ photography 
classes ~ piano lessons ~ producing and 
hosting a Latino music radio show on 
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the university radio station, CKUL  ~ 
teaching Latin dance classes ~ voice 
lessons ~ SPORTS ~ aerobics ~ Aikido ~ 
badminton ~ basketball ~ curling ~ dog  
sledding ~ hockey ~ Pilates ~ skiing ~ 
soccer ~ swim club ~ working out at the 
gym ~ TRAVEL  ~ students have traveled 
to places such as: Calgary, Edmonton, 
Banff, Lake Louise, Fernie, Vancouver, 
Montreal, Toronto, and even to the 
United States, to destinations including 
New York and San Francisco. 
 

Our U of L students also stay busy while 
on exchange.  In the Netherlands, one 
of last year's students was part of 
Utrecht's university rowing team.  In 
Malaysia, our students have gone 
scuba diving and rock climbing, and 
one student even taught ice skating. 
This year hockey seems to be the sport 
of choice.  Two U of L students currently 
play for the Utrecht Buchaneers, 
enabling them to travel throughout 
Holland and even to Germany for 
games.  In Japan, one of our students 
not only plays on a hockey team, but 
also coaches one. 

 
 

Scholarships and Prizes 
 

Available to U of L students going on 
exchange: 
 

UNDERGRADUATE 
 

• Louis Sherman Turcotte Travel 
Scholarships:  maximum value of 
$1500; for details, contact Scholarships 
and Student Finance Office  
 

• Students' Union Placement Bursary: 
maximum value of $500; for details, 
contact Scholarships and Student 
Finance Office 

 

• Province of Alberta International 
Student Projects Award: can be 
applied for by International Programs 
office on behalf of a group of 5 or 
more students studying abroad in one 
location; maximum value of 
$600/student  
 

POSTGRADUATE 
 

• International IPADE MBA 
Scholarship: 5 recent International 
Management graduates each 
received a scholarship valued at 
more that $36,000 to attend a two-
year graduate MBA program at IPADE 
(Instituto Panamericano de Alta 
Direccion de Empresa), a pre-eminent 
private business graduate school in 
Mexico City.  IPADE is the graduate 
school of the Universidad 
Panamericana, one of the Faculty of 
Management's institutional partners. 
Future Spanish-speaking graduates, 
interested in the scholarship, please 
contact Andrea Amelinckx, 
coordinator, International Programs. 
 

International Work/Study 
The Malaysia Work-Study Program is now 
in its fifth year, having started in 1998. 
Through a 6-week practicum in Kuala 
Lumpur, the students receive exposure 
to Malaysian culture and first hand 
international business experience, while 
working on a variety of projects 
depending on the specific needs of the 
company.  Prior to their practicum in 
Malaysia, students are required to 
complete the classroom pre-requisite, 
Cross-cultural Management Practices. 
 

The 2002 program was quite successful, 
as 10 student participants had a 
tremendous learning experience – 
academically, culturally and in their 
workplace.  Students were placed in a 
variety of multinational and Malaysian 
companies and organizations. The 
students also had the opportunity to 
participate in group trips to the 
Perenthian Islands on the eastern side of 
peninsular Malaysia, as well as visits to 
Putra Jaya (new seat of the federal 
government) and Cyber Jaya (national 
centre for IT companies).  
   

In the May/June 2003 practicum, the 14 
participating students, will be 
representing all 3 U of L campuses.  The 
group is made up of 4 Faculty of Fine 
Arts students, and 10 from the Faculty of 
Management, and will surely have as 
positive an experience as last year’s 
participants. 
 

Amy Schalin participated in the 2002 
program, and writes about her 
impressions.  
 

“Our host city, Kuala Lumpur is a 
beautiful, highly developed city that 
offers the best in urban living.  During 
our initial month in Kuala Lumpur all of 
us lingered within our comfort zone, 
content to let the crowds and chaos of 
Chinatown represent what lie beyond, 
but as each individual began to 
venture out beyond Petaling Street, we 
all dispersed in various directions lured 
by different aspects of the social 
network.  I found that once our group 
ventured out of our daily routine and 
strayed from the beaten path that 
Malaysia really began to reveal its true 
dimension. 
 

I'm so thankful that I had that extra 
time after our work-study finished.  It 
would have been an injustice to 
Malaysia if my entire perception had 
revolved around the journeys I made 
within Kuala Lumpur and the few tourist 
havens I visited during the weekends.  It 
was during that final three weeks that 
we began to discover new national 
destinations and to compile our own 
personal dossiers about the local 

cultures. Malaysia is a fascinating 
country in that religion plays a major 
role in the lives of the people and the 
manner in which society functions.  
Although this may be the case for some 
Canadian families, for the majority, 
religion isn't a social institution that has a 
lot of direct influence.  I was so surprised 
at the impact Islam has on the lives of 
Malaysians: affecting everything from 
attire, laws, leisure activities, gender 
roles, diet, social operations to even 
public transport.  
 

[The Malaysia Work Study program has] 
been an incredible opportunity: to live 
with a group of nine other incredible 
Canadians, gain business experience in a 
field that I would not have otherwise 
worked in and catch a glimpse of the 
cultural diversity of Malaysia co-existing 
with the multinational environment of 
Nestle (my job placement).” 

Faculty Exchanges 
The Faculty of Management’s 
International Programs Office in the 
promotes both student and faculty 
exchanges. The faculty exchange is a 
relatively new program but continues to 
grow.  In the last two years, we sent four  
faculty members to Fachhochschule 
Schmalkalden in Germany, the Universiti 
Sains Malaysia in Penang, Malaysia, and 
Bonaterra Campus of the Universidad 
Panamericana in Aguascalientes, 
Mexico.  We have also had the pleasure 
of receiving visiting faculty from the 
Universidad Panamericana and the 
Universiti Sains Malaysia.  In May 2003, 
one of our faculty, Marketing professor, 
Debra Basil, will teach in Auxerre, 
France.  We look forward to welcoming 
Ms. Sharon van Embden, a lecturer from 
the Hogeschool van Utrecht, who will be 
teaching a Research Methodology 
course at the U of L this summer.  
Further, Dr. Albert Corhay, a Professor of 
Finance and Accounting, from the 
Université of Liège, Belgium is also 
scheduled to teach two courses in our 
summer session.  We extend an 
invitation to our colleagues from other 
partner schools to teach and visit us 
here at the University of Lethbridge. 
 

International Programs Office 

Coordinator:  Andrea Amelinckx 
Office: E560 

Phone: 329-2148   Fax: 329-2038 
Email: andrea.amelinckx@uleth.ca  

 

Assistant Coordinator: Katharina Simpson  
 Office:  E562 

Phone:  329-2369  Fax:  329-2038 
Email:  int.programs@uleth.ca  




